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purpose. Near my cabin was [the berth of] another
person; he also had a handsome female slave locked
up in his chest. The governor sat down on that chest,
and began to collect all the female slaves [that could
be found]; I praised God, and said, ' Well, no men-
tion has been made of the princess/ In short, the
governor's people put into their own vessel all the
female slaves that were to be found; and the governor,
laughing, asked the owner of the chest on which he
was sitting, 'Thou hadst also a female slave?' The
blockhead was frightened, and answered, ' I swear by
your Honour's feet, I alone have not acted in this
manner; all of us from fear of you have concealed our
[handsome] female slaves in our chests/ The governor,
on hearing this confession, began to search all the
chests. He opened my chest also, and having taken
out the princess, he carried her away with the rest.
I fell into a strange state of despair, and said to my-
self, ' such a [dreadful] circumstance has occurred
that thy life is gone for nothing; and now we must
see how he will treat the princess/

" In my anxiety for her, I forgot all fear for my own
life; the whole day and night I spent in prayers to
God [for her safety]. When the next early morn
arrived, they brought back all the female slaves in
their own vessel. The merchants were well pleased,
and each took back his own. All returned, but the prin-
cess alone was not among them. I asked, ' What is
the reason that my slave is not come back [with the
rest] ?' They answered, ' We do not know; perhaps
the king may have chosen her/ All the merchants
began to console and comfort me, and said, c Well,